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Advanced (C1)

Focus: Listening/Speaking (()

Political unrest in Budapest
Hungary makes the news headlines all over the world
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1 Listen to an audio (4.28 min) about the events in Hungary in September 2006. As you listen, find out what the significance of the following words/numbers is.

(e.g. thousands ( thousands of people took to the streets
	Note : You can also access the media file by following the link below:

http://download.guardian.co.uk/sys-audio/Guardian/audio/2006/09/19/0919mclaughlin.mp3 


1. economy ( ______________________________________________________________
2. positive measures ( ______________________________________________________
3. tape ( __________________________________________________________________
4. Sunday ( ________________________________________________________________
5. Monday ( _______________________________________________________________
6. demands ( ______________________________________________________________
7. fall of communism ( ______________________________________________________
8. paving stones ( __________________________________________________________
9. 150 ( ___________________________________________________________________
10. FIDESZ ( ________________________________________________________________
11. alternatives ( ____________________________________________________________
12. media ( _________________________________________________________________
13. leak ( ___________________________________________________________________
14. shock ( _________________________________________________________________
2 Use the following list of vocabulary items from the audio to reconstruct the events in Budapest.
	thousands of people took to the streets

a night of anti-government riot 

150 people were injured
the PM admitted in a closed meeting


they lied to the nation to retain power

the economy is in very grave trouble

they haven’t had any positive policy measures that they can talk to the poeople about

to get the country back on track

a tape that carried a recording 

that brought out several thousand people to the streets

calling for the PM’s resignation

this developed on Monday night into a much bigger demonstration

they wanteed to get some air time to air their demands, foremost among which was that the PM should step down

the worst unrest since the fall of communism

there is debris all over the place

rocks were hurled

paving stones were pulled up

the PM must be now under pressure to resign

cost-cutting reforms

this is what has taken people by surprise

a very savvy media operator

he is in earnest about the situation

the source of the leak still has to be discovered

put Hungarian politics on a much more honest, a much more stable footing

the building was raided last night

people were shocked by the scale of the damage and level of violence




KEY:

1. The government played tricks to hide the economic problems of the country.

2. The government hasn’t taken any positive policy measures to get the country back on track.

3. A tape carried a recording of the PM’s speech, which was played on state TV on Sunday. 

4. On Sunday several thousands of people took to the strees demanding the resignation of the PM.

5. On Monday the protest developed into a much bigger demonstration. The demonstration was peaceful until a splinter group attacked the headquarters of the state broadcasting company.

6. The attackers of the state broadcasting company wanted to get some air time to air their demands.

7. This has been the worst unrest in Hungary since the fall of communism.

8. In central Budapest there are cars guttered, debris all over and paving stones pulled up.

9. About 150 people were injured in the protest (most of them polioce).

10. The PM is under pressure from FIDESZ (the opposition party) to resign. They also refused to go to Parliament today and to fuel more demonstrations.

11. There are no alternatives of the PM in the socialist party.

12. Gyurcsány is considered to be a savvy media operator (he was chosen by the socialist party as their leader because he is vert good at dealing with the media.

13. There is a lot of speculation as to where the leak came from.

14. The state broadcasters were shocked at the way the demonstrations turned last night. Also, the people all over the country were shocked too, by the scale of the damage and the level of violence they saw.
